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Exeter Philharmonic Choir faces an exciting challenge at the end of January when they join forces with Exeter Cathedral Choir to record the Lazarus Requiem by Patrick Hawes in Exeter Cathedral.  The choirs will be over-dubbing the orchestral parts which will be recorded by the Royal Scottish National Orchestra in Glasgow a fortnight earlier along with the soloists Thomas Walker, Elin Manahan Thomas and Rachael Lloyd. The completed album will be launched at the performance of the Lazarus Requiem in Exeter Cathedral on 17th March 2012 - St Patrick’s Day.

Patrick’s Lazarus Requiem was premiered at the Cadogan Hall, London in 2008.  It weaves the story of Lazarus, performed by soloists and the Cathedral choir, with the words of the requiem, sung by the main choir. 

The recording is being funded through a shareholder scheme, which allows supporters of Patrick’s music to become involved in the project. The aim is to raise the money in units of £250.  Anyone interested in contributing should contact Patrick's manager: berry.andrew1@gmail.com.

In recent years, Patrick Hawes has emerged as one of the country’s most popular and inspirational composers.  His debut album Blue in Blue was made CD of the week on Classic FM and shot to the top of the station's Hall of Fame.  From 2006 to 2007 Patrick was Composer in Residence at Classic FM. During this time he composed a number of pieces inspired by English landscapes: Towards the Light inspired by the Norfolk coast was an instant hit with the public and voted the highest new entry in the 2007 Hall of Fame; Song of Songs and Fair Albion: Visions of England were both made CD of the Week on Classic FM within a six-month period.  In 2009 Patrick was commissioned by HRH The Prince of Wales to write the Highgrove Suite which was premiered at Covent Garden on the Prince’s sixtieth birthday.

Further information from:  Jenny Lloyd

Email address;- jennylloyd@gmail.com.  
Telephone;- 01392-251907

